Identification of orbital lymphatics: enzyme histochemical light microscopic and electron microscopic studies.
The presence of orbital lymphatics in the primate model is demonstrated using light and electron microscopic enzyme histochemistry. In addition, strictly morphological definitions of lymphatics, such as discontinuous basal lamina, thin and irregular walls, anchoring filaments, and attenuated endothelial cell cytoplasm, were applied. This study confirmed the presence of conjunctival lymphatics reported by others. It also clearly demonstrated the presence of orbital arachnoid and lacrimal gland lymphatics that have not been previously described. A few areas of the extraocular muscles and connective tissue at the orbital apex also showed evidence of the presence of lymphatic vessels. Additional work is needed to define the nature and extent of orbital lymphatics as well as their connection to the extraorbital lymphatic system.